
Proposition P

APRIL 2023 BALLOT PREVIEW

On April 4, 2023 North Kansas City
residents will be asked to vote on
the following measure:

“Shall the City of North
Kansas City, Missouri,
impose a sales tax of one-
quarter of one percent
(1/4 of 1%) for the sole
purpose of providing
funding for local parks
projects for the
municipality?”

The last time voters in North
Kansas City approved a sales tax
increase was in 2017 for a 1/2 cent
Public Safety Sales Tax. The
proposed Park Sales Tax rate is
1/4 of one (1) cent that is projected
to generate approximately
$800,000 per year. 



WHAT IS THE PARKS SALES TAX?
T h e  p a r k  s a l e s  t a x  i s  c o l l e c t e d  o n  r e t a i l
s a l e s  m a d e  w i t h i n  N o r t h  K a n s a s  C i t y
a n d  i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  “ s o l e l y  f u n d  l o c a l
p a r k s ,  r e l a t e d  r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d
i m p r o v e m e n t s ”  f o r  r e s i d e n t s .

T h e  p a r k  s a l e s  t a x  r a t e  i s  p r o p o s e d  f o r
¼  o f  1 % ,  o r  s i m p l y  ¼  o f  a  p e n n y .  I t  w i l l
a d d  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  t w e n t y - f i v e  ( $ . 2 5 )
c e n t s  f o r  e v e r y  o n e  h u n d r e d  ( $ 1 0 0 )
d o l l a r s  y o u  s p e n d  w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y  o n
r e t a i l  s a l e s  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n .

HOW MUCH WILL THE PARKS SALES
TAX COST ME?

DOES THE PARK SALES TAX APPLY TO
ALL RETAIL PURCHASES?
T h e  p a r k  s a l e s  t a x  o n l y  a p p l i e s  t o  r e t a i l
s a l e s  m a d e  w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  N o r t h
K a n s a s  C i t y  t h a t  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t a x a t i o n
u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  S e c t i o n  1 4 4 . 0 1 0
t o  1 4 4 . 5 2 5  R S M o .  S o m e  s a l e s ,  s u c h  a s
c e r t a i n  f o o d  a n d  a u t o m o b i l e s ,  a r e
e x c l u d e d .

HOW IS THE PARKS DEPARTMENT
FUNDED NOW?

T h e  P a r k s  f u n d  i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  a  t a x
l e v y ,  f e e s  c h a r g e d  f o r  p r o g r a m m i n g  a n d
r e n t a l s ,  d o n a t i o n s ,  s p o n s o r s h i p s ,  a n d
f e e s  f r o m  K a n s a s  C i t y ,  M i s s o u r i  f o r  a
s h a r e d  d o g  p a r k .  T h e  P a r k s  D e p a r t m e n t
a l s o  r e c e i v e s  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  f r o m  t h e
C i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d
c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s .  

WHY DOES THE PARKS DEPARTMENT
AND CITY NEED THE PARKS SALES TAX?
T h e  a n n u a l  c o s t  t o  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  t o  o u r
r e s i d e n t s  a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s
c o n t i n u e s  t o  i n c r e a s e  w h i l e  o u r  r e v e n u e s
r e m a i n  t h e  s a m e  o r  d e c r e a s e .  I n  t h e  p a s t
y e a r ,  o n e  o f  o u r  m a i n  s o u r c e s  o f  f u n d i n g
w a s  d e c r e a s e d  d u e  t o  t h e  C l a y  C o u n t y
p r o p e r t y  s u r t a x  r e d u c t i o n .  T h e s e  r e a s o n s ,
c o u p l e d  w i t h  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  r e p a i r s ,  c o s t
o f  l a b o r  a n d  o p e r a t i o n s ,  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a
d e c r e a s e  t o  o u r  f i n a n c i a l  r e s e r v e s .  

WHAT WILL THE REVENUE FROM THE
PARKS SALES TAX BE USED FOR?
T h e  r e v e n u e  w i l l  b e  u s e d  t o  f u n d  P a r k s
a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  o p e r a t i o n s ,  a c t i v i t i e s ,
a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t s .  T h e  n e w  r e v e n u e
w o u l d  a l l o w  f o r  r e p a i r s  t o  e x i s t i n g
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i n  a  p r o a c t i v e  a p p r o a c h ,
g r o w t h  a n d  e x p a n s i o n  o f  o f f e r i n g s ,
p l a n n i n g  a n d  e x e c u t i n g  c a p i t a l
i m p r o v e m e n t  p r o j e c t s ,  m a i n t e n a n c e
p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  R i v e r  F o r e s t  P a r k ,
a b s o r b i n g  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  l a b o r  a n d
o p e r a t i o n  c o s t s ,  a n d  u l t i m a t e l y  t o
r e m o v e  P a r k s  f r o m  t h e  C i t y ' s  f i n a n c i a l
s u p p o r t .

WHO PAYS THE PARK SALES TAX?
B o t h  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  n o n - r e s i d e n t s  w h o
s h o p  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  N o r t h  K a n s a s  C i t y
w i l l  p a y  t h e  p a r k s  s a l e s  t a x .  N o r t h
K a n s a s  C i t y  p a r k s ,  p r o g r a m s ,  f e s t i v a l s ,
a n d  e v e n t s  b r i n g  m a n y  p e o p l e  t o  o u r
c i t y ,  a n d  m a n y  o f  t h o s e  v i s i t o r s
p a t r o n i z e  o u r  b u s i n e s s e s  a r o u n d  t o w n .
C i t y  p a r k s  a r e  e n j o y e d  h e a v i l y  b y  n o n -
r e s i d e n t s ;  t h i s  t a x  w o u l d  e n s u r e  n o n -
r e s i d e n t s  s h a r e  i n  t h e  c o s t  o f  i m p r o v i n g
a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  o u r  p a r k  s y s t e m s .

CAN THE PARK SALES TAX BE USED
TO FUND THE CITY’S GENERAL FUND,
STREET IMPROVEMENTS, OR OTHER
DEPARTMENTS? 
N o ,  b y  l a w  t h e  p a r k  s a l e s  t a x  c a n  o n l y  b e
u s e d  f o r  l o c a l  p a r k s .  H o w e v e r ,  h a v i n g  a
d e d i c a t e d  f u n d i n g  s o u r c e  f o r  l o c a l  p a r k s
f r e e s  u p  m o r e  f u n d i n g  f o r  o t h e r
d e p a r t m e n t s ,  s t r e e t  i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  a n d
c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  p r o j e c t s .

M i s s o u r i  S t a t e  S t a t u t e  6 4 4 . 0 3 2  a l l o w s  f o r  a n y  m u n i c i p a l i t y  t o  s u b m i t  t o  t h e  v o t e r s  b y
o r d i n a n c e  a  s a l e s  t a x  i n  a n  a m o u n t  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  ½  o f  1 %  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f
s t o r m w a t e r  c o n t r o l  o r  l o c a l  p a r k s  o r  b o t h  o n  a l l  r e t a i l  s a l e s  m a d e  i n  s u c h  m u n i c i p a l i t y
w h i c h  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  t a x a t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  S e c t i o n  1 4 4 . 0 1 0  t o  1 4 4 . 5 2 5  R S M o .
T h e  P a r k s  D e p a r t m e n t  r e q u e s t e d  o n l y  ¼  o f  1 %  a s  t o  l e a v e  a v a i l a b l e  t h e  o t h e r  ¼ %  f o r
f u t u r e  n e e d s .

VOTE TUESDAY, APRIL 4, 2023
Visit: nkc.org/parkssalestax
Contact: Victoria Ressler 
vlressler@nkc.org | 816-300-0547

WANT MORE INFORMATION?
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